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I am profoundly grateful to the many people who are involved with this ongoing project. Many
thanks to Jeanette Vuocolo and Susan Dadian at Chamber Music America, and to the Doris
Duke Charitable Foundation who helped fund the project; to my incredible band of visionaries:
Henry, Pete, Kermit, and Satoshi; to Paul Wickliffe, Brian Montgomery, and Mark Wilder for
keeping the sounds real; to musicians Mike Holober, Matt Clohesy, Ross Pederson and Jared
Schonig; special thanks to Gina Izzo, Bert Hughes, Simon Kono, Cornelia Street Cafe,
Shapeshifter Lab; to Heather and Samantha who continually inspire me; to my parents for the
journey; and to all those who have supported our music and its message.

ben kono
don’t blink

“Don’t Blink” is a call to environmental action. In 2011 my daughter Sami, then a precocious
four year old, asked about a photograph I had taken in Glacier National Park during one of
my childhood trips across the country. Her questions prompted some of my own, and as I
dug deeper I was appalled to discover that the spectacular icy monoliths I had believed to
be permanent features of this breathtaking place might be gone before she had the chance
to visit them herself. I turned to the cathartic nature of music to confront this foreboding
reality and composed a short vignette entitled ‘Glacier’. Over the next several years I
compiled simple melodies, some inspired or even composed by Sami, but it wasn’t until I
received a grant from Chamber Music America that I began to compose an over-arching
suite for my band to express my growing concern, and subsequent call to action, against
our species’ seemingly endless assault on the environment. It seemed fitting to incorporate
some of Sami’s material, as the seeds of this project were essentially sown by her probing
questions.

The work illuminates those moments wherein we discover that our relationship with the
environment is a complex one. ‘Last Flight of the Dodo’, ‘Smoky Madtom Hoedown’, and
‘Passenger’ are pieces motivated by species extinctions directly attributed to humans, and
‘Glacier’, ‘River of Fire’ and ‘Tipping Point’ are depictions of the stress we put on our fragile
environment. Balancing this somber reality, I wrote ‘Who Cries for Iron Eyes’, ‘Simon and
the Monk’, ‘General Sherman Meets the President’ and ‘Renewal’ to acknowledge the
tremendous altruism contributed by activist groups and concerned citizens. The freely
improvised ‘Spirit Animal’ duets were named for endangered species and are our moments
to ‘exhale’.

“Don’t Blink” posits that for many of us, including myself, our environmental footprint
remains largely unseen until its effects touch us in real, emotional and unforeseen ways. As
we approach our tipping point, it is crucial that we take the moral high ground in tending to
our earth’s needs. If music can help reveal a path to environmental enlightenment, I hope
you will share this work in a responsible way with someone who may not quite see the value
of thinking green yet. —Ben Kono, 2017

Last Flight of the Dodo: A psychedelic dream wherein our iconic symbol of human-caused species extinction
survives through the invention of mechanical wings and exacts it’s revenge--a cautionary tale.

Glacier: Of the 150 glaciers that gave Glacier National Park its name, only 25 remain and will likely be gone
within decades--global warming’s canary in the coal mine.

Smoky Madtom Hoedown: An ode to the Appalachian Trail, the joy of a hike, and the unwitting eradication of a
species due to the bungling of the National Park Service.

Simon and the Monk: My brother Simon’s fortuitous encounter with a Hawaiian monk seal during a morning
swim and the play that followed.

River of Fire: The contamination of Newtown Creek has affected Brooklynites (myself included) from the 1950’s
to the present. The efforts of Riverkeeper and other activists are slowly bringing this noxious tributary back to
the public’s attention after decades of industrial abuse.

Who Cries for Iron Eyes?: For Iron Eyes Cody and his environmental message in the 1970’s, “Keep America
Beautiful”. Inspired by a melody created by Samantha Kono.

Passenger: 2014 marked the centenary of passing of Martha, the last of the passenger pigeons. Numbering in
the billions, they were America’s most populous bird until they were hunted to extinction.

General Sherman Meets the President: For President Bill Clinton’s Executive Order to protect thousands of acres
of giant redwoods and sequoias. The General Sherman, a giant sequoia, is still the largest tree by volume in the
world.

Tipping Point: For Charles Keeling who began collecting atmospheric data since 1958 and discovered the
remarkable rise in CO2 that has led to possibly irreversible climate change.

Renewal: For our children who are ultimately our most valuable resource.
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